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Purpose of Sample Tests 

What it is: 

• Sample item types to prepare students for engaging with 
the test items. 

• Enable students to feel more comfortable when taking 
the test. 

• Obtain a more accurate reflection of the student’s 
English language proficiency – not test taking skills. 

 

What it is not: 

• Sample items are not representative of the scope of the 
test and the performance indicators that will be tested. 

• The test is not predictive of scoring on the AZELLA.  



Accessing the Sample Tests 

Documents located on the AZELLA page of the ADE website 
 

Sample Test  Books (Single-Sided) & (Two-Sided) 
 

Sample Test  Book Teacher Editions 
• Directions 
• Scripts 
• Sample Test page  
• Scoring Information 

– Rubrics 
– Scoring Sheet 
 

http://www.azed.gov/standards-development-assessment/arizona-english-language-
learner-assessment-azella/ 
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Stage I  
Kindergarten 
Sample Test 



Stage I Sample Test 



Stage I Sample Test 
Teacher’s Edition 



Stage II  
Grades 1 and 2 

Sample Test 



Stage II Sample Test 
Teacher’s Edition 



Response Summary &  
Student Practice Sheet 



Stage II Sample Test 



Items are refreshed annually, but   
item types stay consistent.  

• Multiple choice 

• Short answer 

• Extended response 

 



Listening 
• Only a few items are provided 

on the sample test.  Item types 
are consistent.   

 

• Doesn’t minimize the need to 
work on Listening skills based on 
ELPS and Language strand. 



Reading 
“Stand-alone” items 

Stand-alone items 
are not associated 

with a reading 
passage. 



Reading 
“Passage-based” Items 



Writing Conventions 
“Which sentence is correct?” 



Language Strand  

The verb tenses specified in Stage II of the Writing domain of the English Language 

Proficiency Standards (Standard 2; HI-9) include:  simple present, past 
progressive, present, present progressive, simple future. 



Extended Response 
Writing 

Practice using rubric 



Speaking 

Students struggle when asked to  

 

“ASK ME A QUESTION…….” 

Work on QUESTIONS 



Teach the English Language 
Proficiency Standards  

… and students will do well on the AZELLA 



Thank you  
The items on the Stage I and Stage II Sample tests were created through a collaborative effort 

between ADE staff  and Arizona educators.  Thank you for your hard work! 

 

Jillian Arvizu, Erin Brandon  

Gabriela Finn, Jennifer Glueck  

Gisselle Herrera, Sandy Life  

Lora Morales, Maria Riffey  

Jane Scott, Stephanie Lamb 


